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remarks, in his Treatise concerning Eternal and Im-
mutable Morality: "That dreams are many times
begotten by the phantastical power of the soul itself
is evident from the orderly connection and
coherence of imaginations which many times are con-
tinued in a long chain or series." One may find a good
deal of mystical writing on the nature and activity of
this faculty, especially in German literature. The ex-
planation of this element of organic unity in dreams
is, it may be safely said, the crux in the science of
dreams. That the laws of psychology help us to
understand the sequences of dream-images, we have
seen. What we have now to ask is whether these laws
throw any light on the orderly grouping of the ele-
ments so brought up in consciousness in the form of a
connected experience.

It is to be remarked at the outset that a singular
kind of unity is sometimes given to our dream-com-
binations by a total or partial coalescence of different
images. The conditions of such coalescence have been
referred to already.1 Simultaneous impressions or
images will always tend to coalesce with a force which
varies directly as the degree of their similarity. Some-
times this coalescence is instantaneous and not made
known to consciousness. Thus, Badestock suggests
that if the mind of the sleeper is simultaneously in-
vaded by an unpleasant sensation arising out of some
disturbance of the functions of the skin, and a subjec-
tive visual sensation, the resulting mental image may
be a combination of the two, under the form of a
caterpillar creeping over the bodily surface. And the
1 See p. 53.